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Introduction

The question of migration within the Arab world has not attracted significant interest
in the past. In the literature, few studies focus on migration in non-Western contexts
in general, and fewer still look at Arab states. The very concept of «<migration state»,
introduced by J.F. Hollifield in 2004 in migration studies, applies only to liberal
democracies. In general, a Eurocentric paradigm has dominated migration studies
since the Cold War era, highlighting Western Europe’s security concerns and dilemmas
(Tsourapas, 2021). The tendency to overlook migration dynamics in non-Western
contexts still persists, although some researchers have started to challenge this
Eurocentrism (Tsourapas 2021; Thiollet & Natter, 2022). This can also be explained by
the paradigmaticapproachinthe field of international relations which tends to consider
states of the Global South as weak states (Migdal, 1988), or as all-powerful entities,
particularly in the case of Arab rentier states (Beblawi, 1987; Beblawi & Luciani, 2015;
Tsourapas, 2021).

Yet such a perception is deceptive when it comes to understanding migration trends
and their effects on local societies. Far from passively enduring migration in the
region, Arab states have proven able and willing to attract or expel immigrants, as well
as to limit and control their emigrants and citizens abroad (Tsourapas, 2021; Thiollet,
2021 et 2022). Contrary to popular belief, the region has often witnessed exceptional
migration phenomena (Thiollet, 2016).

Nevertheless, existing studies on the subject focus essentially on two distinct types of
migration; on the one hand, economic migration, associated with the Gulf region since
the 1960s; and on the other hand, forced migration, mainly due to conflicts within the
region (Fargues, 2017). If part of this forced migration has taken the form of a migration
flow towards Western countries, in reality the vast majority of such migrations has
occurred within the region itself (Thiollet, 2013).

Historically, research on migration in the Arab world singles out the Gulf countries,
perceived as attracting regional and international immigration, while countries of
North Africa and the Middle East are associated with political or economic emigration
(Ferhi, 2009). Yet, far from being places of emigration alone, MENA countries are
increasingly becoming places of temporary or permanent immigration (Bensaad,
2009 : Alcaraz, 2018), both in the context of the European Union’s border control
externalization (Boubakri, 2022) and in that of emerging refugee rentier states in
the Arab world (Tsourapas, 2021). Furthermore, the growing interest in migration
linked to climate disruption and the still controversial notion of the «environmental
migrant» is of particular concern to the countries in this region, which are suffering
the consequences of climate change (Sadeq and Mekouar, 2021). For example, the
unprecedented droughts that affected Syria between 2006 and 2011 and the almost
total flooding of northern Sudan since 2019 have become an integral part of the
region’s migration problem.



The 2011 Arab Spring and the Syrian and Libyan civil wars raised new questions and
sparked interest over the issue of migrationin the Arab World. Multiple studies focused
on the impact of 2011 on pre-existing migration patterns in the region (Bel-Air, 2012 ;
Pageés el Karoui, 2015 ; Fakhoury, 2016), whereas others focused on the emergence
of new phenomena such as the evolution of the relationship between the State and
refugees (Fakhoury, 2021 ; Natter, 2021 ; Mamdani, 2020 ; Mufti, 2014), the impact of
migration on urban space (Fawaz et al., 2018 ; Dorai & Puig, 2012; El-Khouri Tannous et
al.,, 2018) or on women'’s place within migration flows (Shah, 2004). Indeed, one of the
most significant changes in migration patternsin the past 50 years is that women have
been increasingly able to migrate on their own. In the Arab world, women represented
33% of the migrant population in 2019 (UNPFA, 2019).

The migration crisis in the Mediterranean since 2011 has also given rise to numerous
studies on migration governance in general (Pécoud, 2015; Pécoud & Thiollet, 2023)
and in the Euro-Mediterranean area in particular (El Qadim, 2015; Cassarino, 2022;
El Qadim, 2015). While Antoine Pécoud points out in Depoliticizing migration: Global
Governance and International Migration Narratives (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015)
that international organizations discursively construct migration as a depoliticised
governance issue, the work of Jean-Pierre Cassarino shows how Arab countries
impose reciprocal conditionality systems on these organizations (Cassarino, 2018).

In addition, more attention has been devoted to the growing sub-Saharan immigration
within North African states, as illustrated by Camille Cassarini’s study on the legal
irregularity of sub-Saharan immigration in Tunisia (Cassarini, 2020), or by Vincent
Geisser’s research on the status of sub-Saharan migrants since the downfall of Ben
Ali (Geisser 2019).

Nevertheless, despite this wealth of existing research on different aspects of migration
in Arab societies, there is nevertheless a persistent research asymmetry on the
subject. Beyond the political reasons that can account for this discrepancy - migration
is often considered a national security issue and the preserve of political regimes - this
asymmetry also highlights the geography of employment and of scientific institutions,
the economics of research funding and the politics of academic publications, all of
which seem to favor advanced democracies as the object of interest for scientific
research on migration (Kabbanji, 2014; Natter & Thiollet, 2022).

The preferred theoretical framework within the field of migration studies has tended
to reproduce hegemonic forms of exclusion and power (Dahinden, 2021 et 2022).
Relying almost exclusively on the nation-state paradigm, migration studies ignore
colonial and racist legacies as well as patriarchal forms of knowledge production,
and introduce a binary heteronormativity. These conceptions of migration, centered
around the nation-state, rely solely on a methodological nationalism and imply three
epistemological traps that still shape a huge part of the research on migration: the
naturalization of the international nation-state order; the ontological perception of
“migrants” as ready-made objects of research; and finally the depiction of migration
as a problem of government (Tazzioli, 2022).

Added to this is the fact that, in the past twenty years, migration studies have
increasingly been approached from a securitisation lens. The growing securitisation
of migration policies, combined with the criminalisation of irregular border-crossing,
contributed to discursively constructing the migrant as a threat to national security



(Bourbeau, 2011; Huysmans, 2000). Nonetheless, the proactive involvement of North
African countries in the cooperation on migration and border controls cannot solely be
ascribed to increased securitisation policies. North African countries’ role in shaping
these migration policies is first and foremost driven by their own national and regional
interests. Far from passively applying guidelines from the West, Arab states often
transpose them in an adaptive and selective way so as to reinforce their own positions
at the national and international level (Cassarino, 2018; El-Qadim, 2015; Barsoum et al.,
2017; Sboui, 2006).

Based on these introductory remarks, our conference series seeks to shed light on
migration issues in the Arab world while questioning local scientific production on
the matter. By shifting our focus away from existing theories of migration, we hope
to sketch out new research perspectives on the phenomenon of migration in Arab
societies.

Our conference series will be structured around 7 round-table discussions, each
focusing on a central aspect of the subject.



Program

Session1 112 October 2023 (in person)

Critical knowledge production on migration

This first round-table introduces us to the theoretical debate on migration and
proposes to go beyond methodological nationalism and the state-centric approach.
By doing so, we seek to challenge the predominant Eurocentric view in migration
studies and propose a decentred perspective which includes approaches from the
Global South. We bring the very notion of ‘migrant’ back into the debate by looking at
how it is constructed.

Session 2114 November 2023 (in person)

Migration governance in the Arab World

What are the theoretical and analytical tools allowing us to approach and understand
the governance of migration in the Arab world? Who are the actors in this governance
and what is its effective impact? What role do the Arab States play in defining,
circulating and implementing the norms and narratives of international organizations
on migration?

Session 3114 December 2023 (online only)

Migration and socio-political tensions in the Arab world

This third session looks at the dynamics of inclusion and exclusion of migrants in Arab
societies. A resurgence of xenophobic attitudes towards migrants has been observed
inseveral countries of the region and invites us to reflect on the socio-political tensions
associated with migration.

Session 4 | 18 January 2024 (online only and in anglais)

Political economy of migration in Arab states

This fourth round-table focuses on the interaction between migration and economics
withinthe Arabworld,atthestatelevel (howthestatesintheregionbenefiteconomically
from regular and irregular migration flows) and at the institutional level (the role of
international and humanitarian organizations in this regional migration economy). The
round-table will particularly explore the “migration diplomacy” of Arab states and the
way in which migration flows are used for political or economic ends.



Session 5115 février 2024 (online only and in anglais)

The contribution of migrants to the economies of Arab countries

The fifth round-table explores the participation of migrants in the formal and informal
economies of host countries. The journey of migrant/refugee entrepreneurs will
be highlighted, as well as the ability of migrants and refugees to negotiate diverse
economic opportunities through their own community networks.

Session 6 | 14 mars 2024 (in person)

Migrations et espaces urbains dans le monde arabe

In this sixth round-table discussion, we will debate the link between migration and
urban space in Arab societies. We will interrogate the way in which migration shapes
the urban space while questioning the way urban spaces shape migrants. Does the
urban context favor the integration of migrantsin Arab societies orisit, on the contrary,
a factor of anonymity and exclusion ?

Session 7 118 avril 2024 (in person)

Art et migration

How has migration been seized by artistic production? This is the question we would
like to address in the last round-table discussion of our migration cycle. Not only do
we wish to interrogate the representation of migrants in the Arab literature, cinema or
performing arts, but also look at art as a form of expression and integration of migrants
in host societies.



Bibliography

Arabic references

L8l sl Byl (s plal dyall sl Jgd Ogladdl udaxe U9 @ (svbeand] Shaud) ez doxT eyl
-YY 184 Y oVA Y)Y dua]l ‘&ﬁ).c C)Lwl:u.u

¢ ,Sall ele gyl Oyl J9og dusall mdsdl 9o Zdges 1S o)l Byzglly 8yl e gyl dae (g gall
VAAT colodlg Ogadlly ddlasl L?.byl ol

Y. c&ﬁ_,ﬁ\ 5J~>_9)| Olwlyd )s).o d_).s.” &:.L:'Jl ‘3 BﬁLe_o.” Uleadlg 5)7.;@\ b9 Al 5)7,;@\‘ ‘ol> Oledw _)éb ol
Sluhlly QIS duyadl dorall duyadl Olygll 5o § Ayaell slaiBly Byzxg)l sy Juad sl daes Uys cOlab
121-144 o \Y sde V- Y- cdiludy!

French and English references

Adamson, F. B.,and G. Tsourapas. 2020. “The Migration State in the Global South: Nationalizing,
Developmental, and Neoliberal Models of Migration Management”, International Migration
Review 54 (3): 853-882.

Alcaraz, E.2018.«Les migrantslibyensen Tunisie:unenjeu majeur des dynamiques migratoires
dans I'espace maghrébin », Revue internationale des études du développement 4 (236) : 9 -
31.

Barsoum, G., Wahby, S. and Sarkar, A. 2017. Youth and Employment in North Africa: A Regional
overview, International Labour Organization, Geneva.

Beblawi, H.1987. “The rentier state in the Arab world”, Arab Studies Quarterly, Vol. 9, No.4.
Beblawi H. and Luciani, G. 2015. The Rentier State in the Arab World. London, Routledge.

Bel-Air (de), F. 2012. «“Printemps arabes” et gestion des migrations dans les pays du Golfe :
vers une réforme politique ?», Migrations Société, 5 (143), 87-104.

Ben Achour, S. 2019. Les libertés individuelles des étrangéres et des étrangers en Tunisie :
Les météques de la Républiques, ADLI, Heidelberg.

Ben Achour, S. 2011. « Migration et asile en Tunisie depuis 2011 : vers de nouvelles figures
migratoires ?», CARIM Notes d’analyse etde synthése 2011/47, Institut universitaire européen.

Ben Achour, S. et Ben Jemia, M. 2011. « Révolution tunisienne et migration clandestine vers
Europe : Réactions européennes et tunisiennes », Migration Policy Centre, CARIM Analytic
and Synthetic Notes, 65.

Ben Achour, S. 2008. « Le Cadre juridigue des migrations clandestines en droit tunisien ,
Annales des Sciences Juridiques, n°2008, pp. 105-134.

Bensaad, A. 2009. Le Maghreb a I'épreuve des migrations subsahariennes. Paris, Karthala.

Borchmann, G. and Hammar, T. 1999. Mechanisms of Immigration Control: A Comparative
Analysis of European Regulation Policies, Berg Publishers.

Boubakri, H. 2022. The EU externalization of its external border control to North Africa
and beyond: Its impact on the people and third countries of the region, Policy Brief, Centre



for Migration and Refugees Studies/ School of Global Affairs and Public Policy, American
University in Cairo & OIM.

Boubakri, H. 2015. « Migration et asile en Tunisie depuis 2011 : vers de nouvelles figures
migratoires ? », Revue Européenne des Migrations Internationales, Vol. 31, N° 3 et 4, pp. 17-
309.

Bourbeau, P. 2011. The Securitization of Migration. A study of movement and order, London,
Routledge.

Cassarini, C. 2000. « Limmigration subsaharienne en Tunisie : de la reconnaissance d’'un fait
social a la création d’'un enjeu gestionnaire », Migrations Société, N° 179 (1): 43-57.

Cassarino, J.-P. 2018. “Beyond the criminalisation of migration: a non-western perspective”,
Int. J. Migration and Border Studies, Vol. 4, No. 4.

Cassarino, J.-P. 2020. “Are Current “Return Policies” Return Policies ? A Reflection and
Critique”, In Ronald Skeldon and Tanja Bastia (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Migration and
Development. New York : Routledge, pp. 343-352.

Chatty, D. 2013. “Guests and Hosts: Arab Hospitality Underpins a Humane Approach to Asylum
Policy”, The Cairo Review of Global Affairs 9: 76-85.

Dahinden, J. & Anderson, B. 2021. “Exploring New Avenues for Knowledge Production in
Migration Research: A Debate Between Bridget Anderson and Janine Dahinden ‘Pre and After
the Burst of the Pandemic'”, Swiss Journal of Sociology, 47 (1), pp. 27-52.

Dahinden, J. 2022. Addressing complex hegemonies, power and reflexivities within migration
studies: Ways forward?, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies and MPC: Migration
Policy Centre: https://www.eui.eu/events?id=547789.

Dorai K. (ed.), Puig Nicolas (ed.) 2012. L'urbanité des marges : migrants et réfugiés dans les
villes du Proche-Orient, Paris : Téraédre.

El-Qadim, N. 2015. Le gouvernement asymétrique des migrations, Maroc/Union européenne,
Paris : Dalloz.

Fakhoury, T. 2016. “Securitising Migration: The European Union in the Context of the Post-2011
Arab Upheavals”, The International Spectator - Italian Journal of International Affairs, Vol. 51,
Issue 4.

Fakhoury, T. and Brand, L. 2018. “Migration and Transnational Governance: Middle East Cases
and Challenges”, Mashriq & Mahjar (5):1.

Fakhoury, T. 2019. “Multi-level governance and migration politics in the Arab world: the case of
Syria’s displacement”, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, Vol. 45, Issue 8, (special issue):
Migration Governance in an Era of Large Movements.

Fargues, P. 2017. “Mass Migration and Uprisings in Arab Countries: An Analytical Framework”,
In G. Luciani (ed.) Combining Economic and Political Development : The Experience of MENA,
International Development Policy series 7 (Geneva: Graduate Institute Publications, Boston:
Brill-Nijhoff), pp.170-183.

Ferhi, S. 2009. « Limmigration arabe dans le monde », Migrations Société, N° 125, pp. 11-40.

Garcés-Mascarenas, B. 2019. “Beyond Methodological Western-Centrism: The ‘Control Gap’


https://www.eui.eu/events?id=547789

Debate Reconsidered from a Global Perspective”, In The Routledge Handbook of the Politics
of Migration in Europe, edited by A. Weinar, S. Bonjour, and L. Zhyznomirska, 50-59. Milton
Park, UK: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.

Geisser, V. 2019. « Tunisie, des migrants subsahariens toujours exclus du réve Démocratique »,
Migrations Société 3 (177), 3-18.

Huysmans, J. 2000. “The European Union and the Securitization of Migration”, Journal of
Common Market Studies, Vol. 38, No.5, pp. 752-77.

Katharina Natter & Héléne Thiollet (2022) Theorising migration politics: do political regimes
matter?, Third World Quarterly, 43:7,1515-1530

Mamdani, M. 2020. Neither Settler nor Native: The Making and Unmaking of Permanent
Minorities., Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.

Migdal, J.-S. 1988. Strong societies and weak states: State-society relations and state
capabilities in the Third World. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Mufti, K. 2014. “Official Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis in Lebanon, the Disastrous
Policy of No-Policy”, Civil Society Knowledge Centre 1 (1): 1-7.

Natter, K. 2018. “Rethinking Immigration Policy Theory beyond ‘Western liberal democracies’,
Comparative Migration Studies 6 (1): 4

Pagés-El Karoui, D. 2015, “The Arab Spring: A revolution for Egyptian Emigration ?”, Revue
européenne des migrations internationales 3-4, (Vol. 31) 146-169.

Pécoud A. 2015. Depoliticising Migration. Global Governance and International Migration
Narratives, Basingstoke (UK): Palgrave Macmillan.

Pécoud A. et Thiollet H. 2023. Research handbook on the Institutions of Global Migration
Governance. London, E. Elgar.

Raach F. 2022. “On ‘Safety’ and EU Externalization of Borders”, European Journal of Migration
and Law, 24, pp. 540-599.

SaadEddin, I.1982. “Oil, Migration and the New Arab Social Order”, In Rich and Poor States in
the Middle East: Egypt and the New Arab Order, edited by M. H. Kerr and A.-S. Yasin, 17-69.
Boulder, CO & Cairo, Egypt: Westview Press; American University in Cairo Press.

Sboui F. 2006. « Le dualisme du marché du travail en Tunisie : choix occupationnel et écart
Salarial » Economie & Prévision, 174(3), 21-37.

Shah, N.M. 2004. “Gender and Labour Migration to the Gulf Countries”, Feminist Review N°77,
Labour Migrations: Women on the Move, pp.183-185.

Shilliam, R. 2021. Decolonizing Politics: An Introduction. Cambridge, UK: Polity ;Tazzioli, M.
2022. Who is a Migrant? Abandoning the Nation-state Point of View in the Study of Migration,
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies and MPC: Migration Policy Centre: https://www.
eui.eu/events?id=547789.

Thiollet, H.2011. “Migration as Diplomacy: Labor Migrants, Refugees, and Arab Regional Politics
in the Oil-Rich Countries”, International Labor and Working-Class History 79(1): 103-121.

Thiollet, H. 2013. “Migrations, exils et printemps arabes”, Frédéric Charillon ; Alain Dieckhoff.
Afrique du Nord Moyen-Orient 2012-2013. La double recomposition, La Documentation


 https://www.eui.eu/events?id=547789
 https://www.eui.eu/events?id=547789

francaise.

Thiollet, H. 2016. « Gérer les migrations, gérer les migrants : une perspective historique et
transnationale sur les migrations dans les monarchies du Golfe », Arabian Humanities, 7.

Thiollet,H.2021. “Migrantsand Monarchs: Regime Survival, State Transformation and Migration
Politics in Saudi Arabia”, Third World Quarterly, 1-21.

Thiollet, H. 2022. “llliberal Migration Governance in the Arab Gulf”, In Understanding Global
Migration, edited by J. Hollifield and N. Foley, 50-80. Redwood City, CA: Stanford University
Press.

Tsourapas, G. 2019. “The Syrian Refugee Crisis and Foreign Policy Decision-Making in Jordan,
Lebanon, and Turkey”, Journal of Global Security Studies 4 (4): 464-481.

Weiner, M. 1985. “On International Migration and International Relations”, Population and
Development Review 11 (3): 441.

Wyss, Anna, and Janine Dahinden. 2022. “Disentangling entangled mobilities: reflections on
forms of knowledge production within migration Studies”, Comparative Migration Studies 10
(1):33.



Centre arabe de recherches et d'études politiques de Paris
WWWw.carep-paris.org



